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CLIMATE

The varied relief of the Balkan Peninsula results in wide variations
in climate, which in turn tend to exaggerate the differences among its
peoples. Proximity to Asia and the fact that the highest mountains
occupy the western portion of the peninsula give much of it a conti-
nental climate. Only the Dalmatian coast and the southern portion of
Greece have the summer droughts and mild winters so typical of much
of the Mediterranean.

In winter the cold winds from the Asiatic high-pressure area sweep
in and cause freezing temperatures in Bulgaria, Thrace, Macedonia,
eastern Greece and the interior valleys of Yugoslavia. These winds also
blanket the higher elevations with snow. On the other hand, these
regions have hot summers which increase in intensity toward the south
where, in the low-lying valleys of Greece, temperatures of over 100
degrees Fahrenheit are common. Sofiya (Sofia), with January and
July means of 27 degrees and 69 degrees Fahrenheit respectively, and
Beogracl, with means of 29 and 72 degrees Fahrenheit for the same
months, may be taken as typical of much of the peninsula. These areas
also have their maximum rainfall in the summer, as the result of
moisture drawn in from the Black Sea by the low-pressure area which
forms over the lower Danube Basin. Such a climate is well adapted
to the growth of cereals in the plains and forests and grass in the
mountains.

On the other hand, the Dalmatian coast and western Greece have
mild winters, with January temperatures of over 45 degrees Fahren-
heit, The cold, dry, mountain wind known as the "bora" is the only
disagreeable feature of the winter climate. This region also has most
of its rainfall during the winter, as the result of the development of a
low-pressure area over the Adriatic during that season. The rainfall
increases from south to north, and the Dalmatian highlands have the
heaviest rainfall of any section bordering the Mediterranean. The
climate of these regions favors the growth of the vine, the olive, the
fig, and winter grains. In places irrigation is necessary, and usually the
streams from the bordering highlands afford ample water for this
purpose.

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

The complex relief and varied climate of the Balkans have tended
to perpetuate and accentuate the economic, political and cultural differ-